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Islander’s novel tells tale of bitter sailor
BY TIM RIEL

A Narragansett Avenue woman is receiving rave reviews for her novel that elicits an
intimate feel for the ocean that only a distinguished seafarer could capture.
Carol Newman Cronin, who sailed at the
2004 Olympics in Athens, is the author of
“Ferry to Cooperation Island,” a story of redemption that follows a bitter boat captain
from loner to neighbor. The book, published
in 2020 by She Writes Press, is available at
Fuller Gallery and Conanicut Marine.
“A word of caution,” said Gary Jobson,
president of the National Sailing Hall of
Fame, “once you start reading, you won’t stop
until the book ends.”
Set on a fictional island between Newport
and Point Judith, close to where the Brenton Tower once stood, the story begins when
James Malloy is fired as captain of a ferryboat, and “replaced by a girl!”
With his newfound freedom, which involves bumming around the beach instead of
sailing to the ritzy docks of Newport, Malloy discovers a private golf course staked out
across wilderness sacred to his dying friend,
a Narragansett Indian. In order to stop the development, Malloy must cast aside his nature
to work alone by partnering with townsfolk,
including the woman who took his job.
“A vivid story about the struggle of preservation versus development, grace against greed,”
said author Doug Logan. “Anyone who visits a
New England island should have a copy of this.”
Like her first three novels, Cronin said “Ferry
to Cooperation Island” garnered inspiration
from her hometown. Her first book, “Oliver’s
Surprise,” was set in West Ferry in 1938 before the bridges.
“I love the idea of islanders depending on
boats to reach the rest of the world, and I
wanted to capture that but in a more modern
setting,” she said. “That was part of what led
me to create my own imaginary island, one
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that’s as beautiful as Jamestown, but more remote.”
After Cronin began writing the first scenes
for “Ferry to Cooperation Island” in 2012, she
took a hiatus in 2013 and 2014 because to focus on her career. She decided to revisit her
imaginary island in 2015 when she was laid
off.
Cronin thought the book was finished in
August 2017, but instead of publishing it herself, she searched for a company, which led
to “two big rewrites” before signing with an
agent. Four months later, She Writes Press
was contracted to publish the book.
“When I recorded the audiobook last winter, I found two missing words,” she said.
“Fortunately, we were able to make all those
changes before the book went to print this
spring, and I’m really proud of the final result.”
Cronin, who quipped that she does content
marketing and writes magazine articles to
“support her fiction habit,” called “Ferry to
Cooperation Island” her first real adult novel.

“It has several subplots, a much deeper
theme and six point-of-view characters,” she
said.
It does, however, have parallel themes to her
first three novels. “They share a water view,
boat-savvy characters and a happy ending.”
With her books on shelves, and available
online through Amazon, Cronin is now focused on promoting her novel. Because of
the coronavirus pandemic, her promotional
event has been transformed into a virtual tour,
including the launch party that was recorded
and posted on her website. She also is encouraging book clubs to read the novel and contact
her for a discussion.
“I’d love to talk with readers directly.”
For her next project, Cronin plans to reintroduce Cooperation Island. A fortunate thing
about writers, she said, is that they are still
able to create and share their work during a
pandemic.
“I’m working hard on a sequel to ‘Ferry’
that includes some new characters and starts
up right where that book ends,” she said.

Recent graduates
earn scholarships
Two nonprofit organizations in
Jamestown have awarded scholarships to former students of North
Kingstown High School who graduated with the class of 2020.
The
Rotary Club has
awarded its
$1,000 scholarship to Theo
Simmons.
The award is
SIMMONS
given annually
to the Jamestown senior
who graduates
at the top of
the class that
year. Because
the pandemic
ruled out a traWAGNER
ditional ceremony, the scholarship was presented during a virtual meeting with
Simmons and Rotarians. Simmons
plans to attend Brown University.
“We congratulate Theo on his
many accomplishments and wish
him the very best,” said Ross Harris, the club’s president. “We hope
this scholarship will help Theo
meet the challenges of these times.”
The second scholarship was
awarded to Caleb Wagner by the
Beavertail Lighthouse Museum
Association. Dubbed the W. Craig
Armington Scholarship, the $1,000
grant will benefit Wagner during
his freshman year at Bard College.
A fan of painting, art history, film
and architecture, he played basketball, soccer and track and field as
a Skipper.

Voluntary Subscription Drive
We are your source for
community news!
The Jamestown Press is delivered free-of-charge to every postal address
on the island. We always have relied on advertising revenue.
Unfortunately, businesses are struggling and have had to put their
advertising on hold during the coronavirus pandemic, and that loss of
advertising revenue has made it difficult to continue business as usual.

Together, we can make it through this.
Thank you Jamestown for supporting your local newspaper.
All donations to this fund are tax-deductible.

Your Tax-Deductible Donation
will Help Support Your Community
For every $100 tax-deductible donation
to support The Jamestown Press,
you will receive a $20 Chamber Check.

Chamber Checks can be redeemed at member restaurants, shops,
or for professional services and support local businesses.

Make your tax-deductible donation online. Visit:

www.givebutter.com/nenews/jamestownpress

Support the work of The Jamestown Press with a tax-deductible donation!
Donor Name:__________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________
Email Address:_________________________________
Donation Amount:
$25___ $50___ $100___ $250___ Other______
Payment Method: Please make your check or money order payable to:
Local Community News Fund of New England
and mail with this form to:
Local Community News Fund of NE
P.O. Box 2505
Woburn, MA 01888
If you’re using a credit card to make your donation:
Credit Card Number:____________________________________
Expiration Date:_____________CVV (card verification value):______
Card holder’s name:_____________________________
Thank you for
Signature:_____________________________________
your contribution.
Can we publish your name as a donor? Yes_____No_____
Add your support message for The Jamestown Press: _____________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

New England Press Association Scholarship Fund, Inc.,
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, created the Local Community
News Fund of New England to allow tax-deductible
donations to support your local newspaper.

