Reporting on immigration

when you're far from the southern border



Does your publication have
an immigration beat?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A show of hands: how many of your publications have an immigration beat reporter?


How many languages do
your reporters speak?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steph- Raise your hand if you have a newsroom that speaks 4 languages? What about 3? Any bilingual reporters? Well, people from all over the world visit or settle in Massachusetts. Yes, you can report with translators, but knowing the language yourself is better.


Reporting on immigration is...

e Nuanced: Conducting interviews (sometimes in multiple
languages), analyzing court documents and federal policy
changes

e Appealing: It's a hot topic, and readers love it or hate it,
but they all read it

e Much more than Trump: You can write reactions, but
you can also find features and watchdog stories with a
local angle
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SAMUEL FONSECA WAS only three when he was diagnosed with short bowel syndrome, a condition that
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Agencies to challenge bid to use public benefits to restrict legal
status.

Take back

control of your
A Hyannis immigration lawyer says scores if not hundreds of Cape Cod residents could be

affected by the Trump administration’s new rule that will prohibit immigrants whe receive
certain types of public benefits from upgrading their residency status or renewing green
cards.
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The expanded “public charge” definition expected to be published today by the U.S.

Department of Homeland Security says immigrants who receive Medicaid, SNAP and certain

A group of protesters are calling for the release of Shahab Dehghan. an Iranian
other types of aid will be ineligible to apply for a green card, renew a green card or apply for e 1o et

Sunday night planning to start his spring semester at Northeastern University.

citizenship, said Collin Mickle, a lawyer and coerdinator of the Immigration Resource - f W 2k
Sares

Center.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steph u wanna do this one? Does greg have any of these?
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FEATURES/ENTERPRISE

DACA Immigrants With Health Insurance

Worry About What's Next e — T
mmigrants with Temporary

Protected Status face bureaucratic
hurdles as program winds down

WORK PERMITS ARE ARRIVING WEEKS LATE, AND CONFUSION ABOUT THE PROGRAM'S STATUS HAVE LEFT
MANY IMMIGRANTS IN LIMBO WHEN SEEKING DRIVER'S LICENSES.

Steph Solis, North Jersey Record

Published 6:30 a.m. ET Qct. 22, 2018 | Updated 2:59 p.m. ET Oct. 23, 2018

Politics

TPS holders are being denied driver’s license
renewals in Mass. despite extension to stay in
U.S., activists say

Immigrants and supporters chant outside the New York-New York Hotel & Updated Dec 18, 2015; Posted Dec 13, 2019
Casino on the Las Vegas Strip during a "We Rise for the Dream” rally to oppose
LL5. President Donald Trumprs order to end DACA on September 10, 2007 in Bt
olitics

Las Vegas, Mevada. Ethan Miller / Getty Images
Immigrants with temporary status brace for
disrupted employment, services as program
winds down

Posted Sep 10, 2019

Sept. 1T, 2017, B:26 AM
ELT / Updated Sept. 17, 2017, B:28

AM EDT
By Sarah Betanoourt



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We can split this one!



WATCHDOG STORIES

Waltham company supplying DNA test
kits to ICE

Used to verify whether farnilies at border are blobogically related

B s aEvcouer s They Got Hurt at Work. Then They Got

CIEEE 17 @K 12
FEDERAL OFFICIALS ARE USING RAPID DNA testing kits prodwced by a Deported.
Massachusetts biotechnology company to verify the family connections of
immigrants at the Us-Mexice barder. How insurance companies use a Florida law to get undocumented immigrants arrested and
The kits, devebaped by Waltham-based ANDE Carp.. were tested by US deported when they get injured on the job — and what it means in Trump's America.

Immigration and Customs Entorcement in a three-day trial in May in El Pasa,

Texas, that was extended bor several manths in July at a total cost of RESEEJ"C.F! er Sﬂ rﬂh Betﬂn court ﬂmePubHﬂﬂ

852 1M). The kits are now being used at five mare lacations along the

southwest border.

Mistreated

U.S. Immigration Agency Fails to Provide Adequate Medical Care for
Children in Family Detention Centers

Mass. businesses paid $180 million by
border patrol agency
Contracts range from tech companles to Brigham and Wormnen's Hosgital

and doggle day care ' Sarah Betancourt

{§ SARAH BETANCOURT  Julz, 2019 Jan 5,2019 - 30 min read L J N
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ATCHDOG

STORIES Some Chinese restaurants pay immigrant

workers less than minimum wage
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Cheng Hui Zheng, owner of Oriental Flavor in Amherst, acknowledged paying kitchen workers $1,500 a month for 50-hour weeks —
%500 less than the legal minimum.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
By reporter Amanda Drane and photo editor Carol Lollis. The Gazette began investigating after a downtown Northampton restaurant suddenly closed. “The Gazette identified at least four Hampshire County restaurants whose managers acknowledged paying workers a sum that appears to be below the minimum wage.” From another article in the series: “Many arrive in New York City without papers, family or friends, turning instead to a network of Chinatown job agencies to find jobs in restaurants that offer sub-minimum wages, work weeks of 50 to 72 hours and “free” housing in Hampshire County and other locations around the Northeast.” Article looked at legality of offering housing in lieu of paying minimum wage (it’s not legal). They also went to New York City, finding that below-minimum wage Western Mass. restaurant jobs were posted in job agencies catering to immigrants.  
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WATCHDOG STORIES [CE agents routinely make arrests at Middlesex County
- _ _ Courthouse
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Detained childe disease 'went untreated
for weeks' at US immigration center

Middlesex County's efforts o limil cooparation with
federal immigration officials haven't
stopped enforcement agents from arresting

immigrants showing up at court in New Brunswick.
Mosther sayvs complrints wenl wisleeded as Bve-year-bd daughter

suffered from diarrhea and fever at Berks County Residential
Center in Penmsylvanda
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Immigration agents entared the courthouse 10 bmas
batwean Seplambear and April, according o visitor
logs recantly provided to The Record and
Morthlersay.com. Emilio Dabul, a spokesman for Immigration and Customs
Enforcament in Newark, said agents made arrests culside the courthouse during those
visils, He would nol say how many arrests wera mada, only thal thay weara immigrants
facing a varely of eriminal charges.

“ICE Newark has continued to pursue its mission of protecting communities, despite
the uncooperative demeanor of Middlesex County when it comes to hononng ICE

detainars,” Dabul sald in a statermant.

Since 2017, Middlesex County has prohibited local law enforcemant from hoenoring
fedaral detainer orders from ICE unless an inmate has been convicted of a sarious

felony, such as sexual assault or murder.

The local officials have also instructed sheriff's officers to only accept judicial arrest

warrants, not Homeland Security delainer or arres! orders lacking judicial approval.

Five-year-obd Briany niblled ler nadls as she peeked Mrom behind hes
mother. Her eves mmmed with dark cirches, she continwed %o ask if she could

e ek e s THew eendbhoasr Fladls ook har o A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sarah: Explain Guardian story
Steph: Yes, this is an NJ example, but I want to point out that I found a way to report on an issue that seemed very obscure and hard to confirm outside of anecdotal comments from advocates. Courts aren't subject to OPRA (NJ's public records law), but the security guards at courts were sheriff's officers. And the sheriff's departments are subject to OPRA. So I was able to find the visitor logs and see which law enforcement officials signed in and when


®
WATCHDOG STORIES

A startling trend in state’s drownings

A little girl who loved the color purple. An avid fisherman who cast his line into lakes and ponds, rain or shine.

A janitor enjoying a warm summer day.

All lost their lives in accidental drownings in Massachusetts, heartbreaking tragedies that loom over every

summer. But these victims are also part of a disturbing and largely invisible trend: They are all immigrants or
their children.

Immigrants are far more likely to drown in Massachusetts than the general population, according to a Globe

review of death records from 1999 to 2013, the most recent available. And their children are at even higher risk.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Globe story by Maria Sacchetti and Todd Wallack. They used death records to analyze the demographics behind drowning victims.


.

What constitutes an immigration story?

e Any story can have an immigration angle: housing,
school budget, business, etc.

e Reach out to immigration attorneys, community
organizers, prosecutors and others for ideas

e Local events are a good springboard


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steph: Immigration angles: Housing: How do rental prices affect immigrants? How has refugee resettlement changed?
School budget: How much is being dedicated to English language programs?
Businesses: Foreign-born business owners, wage theft allegations, fraud allegations
Cops and crime: How do local jails deal with international fugitives? How are officers connecting with the immigrant community and building trust?
Greg? Some examples are naturalization ceremonies, know your rights trainings, holiday celebrations like Lunar New Year, city-run meetings with immigrant communities




.

Building trust in your communities

Don’t make false promises

Try meeting advocates, pastors, other leaders first
Remind them about the objective method

Cultivate a variety of law enforcement sources, ranging
from ICE to TSA to local officers who may patrol
immigrant communities


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steph: On meeting leaders: Try to meet advocates, pastors, etc.: They can vouch for you sometimes
Steph: On objective method: You’re not advocating for them; nor are you to cause harm (i.e. outing immigrants without legal status to ICE)



.

Building trust in your communities

e Be thoughtful in your questioning
e It helps to have bilingual reporters
e Sensitivity


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Steph/Sarah? Be thoughtful: Avoid assumptions about their immigration status, how they got here, what brought them here, their level of education
The more specific your questions, the better, but treat it like a conversation
Steph/Sarah? Bilingual reporters: Bilingual reporters are journalists, not translators
If you don’t have a reporter who speaks the language of a source, look for a translator (oftentimes advocates can translate, but keep in mind they might try to filter some comments to protect the source)
Steph/Greg? Sensitivity: Ask before photographing or using someone’s full name
What’s your publication’s policy on anonymous or partial sources, particularly when sources fear immigrant detention or deportation to a country where their lives were in dangers




cruvian immigrant in sanctuary at

Springfield church: "We have gone = | Followus ¥ § & LommonWealth
over all the pOSSible Options, but TRANSFORTATION EDUCATION FOLITICS EMERGY OPINION HEALTH CA

1 di ; A family's ordeal >

y One of the businesses that was cited in the state sweep is Consuelo’s Travel LLC,

Updated Jan 30, 2019; Posted Mar 28, 2018 which has locations in Lakewood, Freehold Borough, Bradley Beach and, until recer
Red Bank.

Gisella Collaze, facing deportation, takes sanctuary at Scuth Congregational Church on Maple
Street, Springfiald

Undocumen| wictims of domestic viclence and advocates en route to the

app Undocumented abuse survivors break
silence on bus

Trawel to State House seeking passage of Safe Communitias Act

g surprise. They lold me they had some good news and so

Todd Naecker of Toms River estimates that he spent about $2,000 over four years with a so-callec a SARAH BETANCOURT  Jun 26, 2015
‘notario’ who he said advised his undocumented wife, Olga, to return to her native Honduras and n n 531 n 20
return in a year or two. The couple were separated for years. Asbury Park Press

THE PARKING LOT STOOD EMPTY Wednesday morning, but then women
in groups af twoe or three, dressed in white shirts, began streaming

Gallery: Gisella Collazo, facing deportation, takes sanctuary at South
Congregational Church on Maple Street. Springfield

m, murmuring about the humidity in Spanssh. A vellow schoal bus pulled

wp. Wamen began smiling and climbing aboard, recannecting over bottled

Comment f ’ 0 weater. One woman handed out apples and snacks. Sandy Rodriguesr, 16, sat
shares i L i . i
down in ome seat, and peinted owt an empty spot 1o her mather, Mara
Hoadrigues.

By Elizabeth Romén | eroman&repub.com

SPRINGFIELD -- When she left Peru 17 years ago, Gisella Collazo


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greg: Want to talk about how your reporters cultivate these sources? // Sure -- in this case, it was through activists / advocates. Having a Spanish-speaking reporter was critical. Elizabeth Roman interviewed the subject in Spanish. We produced a video interview in which Liz recorded a translation voice-over: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rnziPaZcDQ

Sarah: Want to talk about how you approached this story?
Steph: I wrote about notario fraud. If you don’t know what that is, it’s basically notaries or sometimes travel agents who will advertise for and perform immigration legal services even though they’re not immigration attorneys or even certified to do any of this work. It took months to get six people to talk with me, but one of the best examples was a couple that one of my attorney sources connected me to. That’s why you should always regularly check in with sources you interview for your stories. This couple went on the record with their full names, went on camera, shared paperwork with me and receipts.
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Harnessing data

Challenge official statements and anecdotal evidence
|dentify story leads

Monitor long-term trends

Deepen connections to your community


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Couple of tips / notes: �- Go beyond X says this, but Y says this reporting; find your own yardstick�- Numbers are your friends, but they’re not the be-all-end-all of reporting
- Identify and familiarize yourself with data sources / datasets *before you need to use them*�- Re: deepening community connections -- who lives here, and is local / state / federal government working for them? Are there stories you’ve been missing or issues you’ve been under-reporting? Are there specific language skills that’d be a plus when you’re hiring reporters and editors? 


Data sources

TRAC data: https://trac.syr.edu/phptools/reports/reports.php

WRAP - Department of State: https://www.wrapsnet.org/admissions-and-arrivals/

US Census data: https://data.census.qgov/cedsci/

Student enrollment - state DOE:

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/search/search.aspx?leftNavid=11238

Worker comp records from site, etc.: DOL (spreadsheet)

e AG's Fair Labor Division Complaints: htips://www.mass.gov/doc/ags-fair-labor-
division-complaints

e File a public records request

e Federal contracts/bidding site: https://beta.sam.gov/



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…. Add some links and notes about what each of these are good for. �- (Greg added): censusreporter.org is a website designed by journalists to make U.S. Census Bureau data easier to lookup. Census has tables on citizenship status (does not break down documented vs. undocumented), and data on health insurance, pay in specific industries, and more broken down by citizen vs. noncitizen. �- Sometimes identifying stories means merging, mashing up or comparing multiple datasets. E.g., state education data merged with Census data. 
-sarah-happy to walk through trac since a lot of my more recent stories use their data. I wonder if we’ll end up having time to walk through all of these. 

https://trac.syr.edu/phptools/reports/reports.php
https://www.wrapsnet.org/admissions-and-arrivals/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/search/search.aspx?leftNavId=11238
https://www.mass.gov/doc/ags-fair-labor-division-complaints
https://beta.sam.gov/

News

Your comments: Data on refugee
relocations to Western Massachusetts
cities and towns

Updated Mar 24, 2019; Posted Aug 16, 2013

Comment f ' 0
shares

By Greg S. | epub.com

Staff writer Peter Goonan published a post Wednesday about how local
organizations assisting in refugee relocation are reacting to Mayor
Domenic Sarno's appeal to the U.S. Department of State to stop placing
refugees in Springfield. In response to Goonan's piece, MassLive.com
reader NoPol wrote:

Home Countries of Western Massachusetts Refugees
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Western Mass. Host Cities and Towns Total Refugees, Jan. 2001-July 2013
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This was in response to a reader question. Original story was about the Springfield mayor writing a letter to the State Department calling for an end to an “influx” of refugees in the city. He said Springfield has “a long and successful history” of taking in refugees, but the growing numbers led to his concern “for the safety of both our citizens and the refugees themselves.” Story: “Many of the refugees are being placed in substandard housing, and are placing burdens on the Code Enforcement, Police and School departments, Sarno said.”�
In the comments, a reader asked about data on refugee arrivals -- specifically, whether country of origin played a role in where refugees were placed. His comment offered an anecdotal take (that Somalian refugees were disporportionately relocated to Springfield) that I was able to refute via a review of the data (hundreds had also arrived in a neighboring, much smaller suburb). More importantly, answering the reader’s question helped me familiarize myself with the data, so it was easier to work with the next time I needed it. 


West Springfield mayor welcomes
refugees as 'boon,’ but shares Mayor
Sarno's concerns about schools

Updated Jan 07, 2019; Posted Feb 09, 2017



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Story published two days after Springfield’s mayor decried what he said was an “influx” of refugees in his city; in a statement, he said, “enough is enough.” He put out a press with a list of questions, including, “How many refugees are actually coming to the City of Springfield?” Well, our past familiarity with the data -- how to find it, and how to analyze it -- meant we were prepared to answer, and report a more nuanced follow-up story. (And to answer the mayor’s question -- at one-fifth the population, neighboring West Springfield had welcomed 800 more refugees than Springfield over a seven-year period. Meanwhile, Worcester -- a similar-sized city -- had twice as many arrivals as Springfield.)


Steph Solis
stephmsolis@gmail.com
@stephmsolis

Sarah Betancourt
Sbetancourt@massinc.org
@sweetadelinevt

Greg Saulmon
GSaulmon@repub.com
@GregSaulmon
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