Two journalists, colonial editor 
honored with 2017 Yankee Quill awards
Two New England journalists will receive the Yankee Quill award this fall for their contributions to the betterment of journalism in the six-state region. 
Those honored this year are Robert Ambrogi, executive director of the Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers Association, and Robin Young, co-host of “Here and Now,” broadcast on WBUR-FM in Boston and 400 radio stations across the country.

The Academy of New England Journalists also is honoring posthumously James Franklin, colonial printer, publisher and author. He is the older brother of Benjamin Franklin. James launched one of the first newspapers in America, the New England Courant, which took religious zealots and the King of England to task, landing James in jail. He was eventually forced to Newport, R.I., where he continued newspapering. Upon his death, his wife Ann Smith Franklin published the Newport, R.I., Mercury, and was the country’s first female newspaper editor. In 2008, she received the Yankee Quill for her pioneering work.
Ambrogi is being presented the Quill for serving as the founding editor of Lawyers USA and editor in chief of Massachusetts Lawyers Weekly, and his relentless commitment to the public’s right to know through his blog posts and consulting and through his successful efforts in overhauling the open meeting and public records law in Massachusetts as executive director of the Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers Association.
Young is being presented the Quill for her work on “Here and Now” and as a major contributor to the advancement of television and radio journalism since the 1970s, when she hosted one of TV’s first news magazines on WBZ-TV in Boston. The committee recognizes Young’s contributions to television in Boston and at NBC, and her distinguished career at WBOS-FM in Brookline, Mass., WBUR and National Public Radio, along with her rich involvement in community outreach.

The Yankee Quill is presented annually by the Academy of New England Journalists through the auspices of the New England Society of News Editors. It is considered the highest individual honor awarded by fellow journalists in the region. Selection for the award is not based on any single achievement but rather on the broad influence for good during a career. 
The Yankee Quill awards will be presented as part of the annual conferences of the New England Society of News Editors and the New England Newspaper and Press Association on the evening of Thursday, Oct. 12, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Natick, Mass.
The story is based on information provided by the Academy of New England Journalists.

